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Equipping Christians to live by truth—veritas—from God.
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by O. S. Hawkins

he 21st century presents
T us with incredible
challenges and
opportunities. Wherever God
calls you to serve in the days
ahead, I believe that the
question all of us must answer
in the next generation is the
question Jesus posed to His
disciples at Caesarea Philippi:
“Who do you say I am?” (Matt.
16:15). I am convinced this is
the question of our time for
the church.

In a day when pluralism and
inclusivism have infiltrated the
Western world and even the
church, we are called to publicly
affirm, profess, and proclaim
the exclusivity of the gospel and
the uniqueness of Jesus Christ.
The issue is that Christ is who
He said He is, “the way and the
truth and the life” apart from
whom no one can come to the
Father (John 14:6).

Answering Jesus’ question
“Who do you say I am?” in the
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21st century demands true
leadership from those of us
who are called to wage this
battle for truth. There are two
kinds of leadership evident to
me in Matthew 16. The first
kind is leadership by public
consensus and the second

is leadership by personal
conviction. These two kinds of
leadership are very pertinent
to the way we answer Jesus’
question, and they are the
points I want to develop in my
message to you.

Leadership by
Public Consensus

First of all, there are those
who lead by public consensus.
So often we see this kind of
leadership in the political
arena, perhaps because it is
much more apparent when
leaders who are in the public
eye and whose faces appear in
the pages of our newspapers
exercise leadership by
consensus.

These are the people who
stick their finger into the wind
to see which way it is blowing
or consult the latest opinion
polls before they state their
view on a subject. But the
political world does not have
a corner on this market.
Leadership by public
consensus, by majority
opinion, is also evident in
business, in the home, and

even in the church—wherever
we find people who refuse to
take a stand on an issue, or
more important lead the way
on an issue, until they have
done their “homework” and
found out what the people
are saying and what they
want to do.

A Question of

Public Consensus

This kind of leadership is
implied in an earlier question
Jesus asked the apostles on
their journey north to
Caesarea Philippi: “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?”
(Matt. 16:13).

Jesus knew how prone the
disciples would be to leave
their personal convictions
about Him when faced with a
world in which the public
consensus about Jesus was not
in line with the truth. We face
that same tendency and
temptation today as we face a
culture in which the public
consensus is that Jesus is not
the Son of God and not the
exclusive way to God.

It’s interesting that Jesus
took the disciples away from
the Galilean crowds to deal
with the question of His true
identity. They had been
immersed in those crowds in
Galilee. People had been
pulling on them, and the
disciples were being




physically, emotionally,
spiritually, and mentally
drained. So Jesus marched the
disciples 25 miles north, all the
way up to the headwaters
of the Jordan River at the
foothills of Mount Hermon.
Around the fire that night,
Jesus asked the disciples what
the crowds were saying about
Him (Matt. 16:13). Today the
question might be asked this
way: “What do the latest

friends today, and they will tell
you that Jesus was just one of
the prophets, a great man but
not as great as the prophet
Mohammed.

So here is the question of
public consensus. There are
two problems that inevitably
arise in the church culture
when we never get out of
Matthew 16:13—that is, when
we become more concerned
with what people say than

opinion polls say about who with what God says.
Jesus is?” In a lot of ! The first of these
places, people who ACCORDING TO is pluralism, which is

claim to be leaders

where so much of our

would consult the polls SRS Western world and
before answering this EVERYONE IS even the Christian
question because what  HEADING IN THE world are today.
people say is far more Pluralism is the idea
important to them LB that there are many
than what God says. SO ANY ROAD ways to God, and it
What did the WILL DO. really doesn’t matter

disciples do when

which way you take

Jesus asked, “Who do

people say the Son of Man is?”
They got together in a little
“holy huddle” and began to
compare their polling data.
They had been among the
people, and they knew what
the people had been saying.
So they offered Jesus the latest
opinions: “Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and
still others, Jeremiah or one of
the prophets” (Matt. 16:14).

It’s interesting that things
haven’t changed much in 2,000
years—because people haven't
changed. Ask our Islamic

because all roads
lead to heaven. So the
Buddhists take their road, the
Hindus go on their road, our
Jewish friends take yet another
road, Islam follows its road,
and other groups take still
other roads, while born-again
believers follow Jesus.
According to pluralism,
everyone is heading in the
same direction, so any road
will do.

Second, focusing on the
word of men more than the
Word of God also gives rise to
inclusivism, the idea that
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everyone is included in the
redeemed. I am amazed
at how much this idea has
infiltrated the church
culture today.

Why should we be
concerned about pluralism
and inclusivism? Because they
dramatically alter the nature of
our faith. Pluralism affects our
doctrine, because if we believe
there are many roads that all
lead to heaven, then there is
no reason to insist on the
virgin birth of Christ or His
sinless life.

Inclusivism affects our
duty, our very mission,
because if inclusivism

Leadership by
Personal Conviction

The second kind of
leadership that I believe is
evident in Matthew 16 is
leadership by personal
conviction. In contrast to
those who lead by popular
consensus, those who lead by
personal conviction have at
the very core and fiber of their
being a conviction about right
and wrong, and they lead
that way.

There is all the difference
in the world between these
two leadership styles. Those
who lead by public
consensus lead

is true then there isno ~ 1HOSE WHO LEAD people to do what
need f(?r gvangelism BY PERSONAL they want to do. But
?élacl, ﬁﬁi‘ﬁ&ghe CONVICTIONLEAD  those who lead by

sor personal conviction
the mainline PEOPLE TO DO WHAT lead people to do
denominations don’t THEY NEEDTO DO.

emphasize evangelism

what they need to do.
Jesus’ desire to see

or missions anymore is
because they no longer hold
to a Christology that says
Jesus Christ is the only way to
heaven. But this is not some
idea that was made in
America and that we are
trying to perpetrate on the
world. The doctrine of the
deity of Jesus Christ was
made in heaven and delivered
to the world 2,000 years ago.
Public consensus does not
determine whether Jesus is
God in the flesh.

His disciples lead by personal
conviction is revealed in the
question of Matthew 16:15,
“Who do you say I am?” This
is the question of our time.

The Question of
Personal Conviction
Jesus’ question in Matthew
16:15 takes us away from the
realm of public consensus to
that of personal conviction.
Jesus looked His disciples in
the eyes and said, “What I
really want to know is what




you say. Who do you, as
opposed to the crowds, say
that I am?” There is an
alternative and an antidote to
such things as pluralism and
inclusivism, and it is this: the
exclusivity of the gospel of
Christ.

After the terrorist attacks
of 9/11, it looked for a while as
if mercy drops of revival were
falling on America. But I was
recently with one of your
Seminary graduates, Joe
Stowell, the former president
of Moody Bible Institute, who
made an astute observation
about those days.

Joe said that when they
held that service in the
National Cathedral a few days
after 9/11, the president and
members of Congress were
there along with all the
military leaders. They sang
the great hymn “A Mighty
Fortress Is Our God.”

But as Joe observed, the
second verse of that hymn was
omitted. What does that verse
say? “Did we in our own
strength confide, our striving
would be losing. Were not the
right Man on our side, the
Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is He. Lord
Sabaoth, His Name, from age
to age the same. And He must
win the battle.” References to
Jesus’ deity were omitted

because He has no place in
much of our culture today.

If you doubt this is true, go
into a coffee shop in Dallas
one morning. Sit down with
someone and begin explaining
that Jesus Christ is the only
way to heaven and that
nobody is going to get there
except through Him. Some
people will look at you as if
you are speaking a foreign
language. For others, saying
that Jesus is the only way to
God is like waving a red cape
in front of a raging bull in a
Madrid bullring. This is the
way our culture deals with
Jesus today.

So here in our text Christ
asks the question that is, I
believe, the question for our
time. It is emphatic in the
Greek, as I already alluded to.
The word “you” is in the
emphatic position in the
sentence structure. The idea
is, “What do you disciples
believe about Me?” Peter does
the same thing in his answer
in Matthew 16:16. He puts
“you” in the emphatic
position: “You, Lord, and You
only, You and no one else, are
the Messiah, the Christ, the
Son of the living God.”

What motivated Simon
Peter to make that great
confession and, years later, to
accept a martyr’s death? Did
he give his life because he

(continued on next page) ﬂ
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believed there were many
roads to heaven, of which
Jesus was only one? No, Peter
gave his life because he
insisted on and

But that is the very nature of
truth. All truth is narrow.
Mathematical truth is narrow:
Two plus two equals
four. Geographical

. . THE QUESTION )
believed in the truth is narrow: Texas
exclusivity of the THAT IS GOING TO and Oklahoma are
gospel of Christ. If BE MOST bordered by the Red
Simon Peter could PERTINENT AND Ri\'/er., not t'he.
come to the church Mississippi River.
today and testify to us, APPLICABLE IN Historical truth is
he would say the same  QUR PLURALISTIC, = narrow: John Wilkes
thing he said in Acts Booth shot Abraham
4:12: “Salvation is INCLUSIISTIC Lincoln in the
found in no one else, CULTURE IS, Ford Theater in
for there is no other “WHO DO YOU Washington. He
name under heaven SAY | AM?” didn't stab Lincoln in
given to men by which the back in lower
we must be saved.” Manhattan.

We could ask the same So why should we be

question of the apostle Paul.
What motivated him to meet
amartyr’s death? Paul was
willing to die for the gospel
because he believed that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of the
living God, and that there is no
other way to heaven except
through Jesus. If Paul were
here today, he would affirm:
“Even if we or an angel from
heaven should preach a gospel
other than the one we
preached to you, let him be
eternally condemned!”

(Gal. 1:8).

When we go out into the
world teaching the exclusive
gospel of Christ in answer to
the question of our time, we
are called narrow-minded.

surprised that theological
truth is also narrow? Christ is
the only way to eternal life. He
is the way, the truth, and the
life, and no one will come to
the Father except through
Him. The question Jesus
asked of His disciples in
Matthew 16 is the same
question being asked today
that we must answer.

As you go out to minister
in the name of Jesus Christ,
the question that is going to be
most pertinent and applicable
in our pluralistic, inclusivistic
culture is, “Who do you say I
am?” Your answer to this
question will shape and define
your ministry.




Answering the Key Question of Our Time

Christian leader and Bible teacher who has valuable insights
from God’s Word to share with our Seminary family.

We had that privilege this past school year when Dr. O. S.
Hawkins spoke in a chapel service. Dr. Hawkins was a pastor
for almost two decades, including his service at the great First
Baptist Church here in Dallas.

The message Dr. Hawkins brought was very timely, given
the sudden force with which the church is being hit by The Da
Vinci Code and other current attacks on our faith. Of course,
the questions that recent books and films have raised are not
new—and the fact is that God anticipated the need of the
church in every age to teach and defend the truth.

One way that Jesus prepared His people to stand for the
truth was by asking penetrating, timeless questions that must
be answered in each generation. The right answers to the
questions Jesus asked will serve the church well throughout her
history, whether the issue is The Da Vinci Code or any other
attack on our faith.

Paul’s statement that the trumpet must “sound a clear
call” (1 Cor. 14:8) is relevant to us today. Dr. Hawkins is
sounding a clarion call for a clear presentation of the gospel,
which brings us back to the heart of the training at Dallas
Seminary. It has never been more important to be clear about
what Jesus claimed for Himself and the church!

It is a delight to put tools like Veritas into your
hands to help you prepare “to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have” (1 Pet. 3:15). Your prayers and
financial support of Dallas Seminary are the
“tools” that enable us to equip God-called leaders
who can engage our culture while teaching and
strengthening God’s people. Thank you for
all that you mean to this ministry.

VA AN

DR. MARK L. BAILEY
President
Dallas Theological Seminary

It is always a blessing when Dallas Seminary is able to host a
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An Invitation Worth Considering

DAVID GREGORY

Dinner with a Perfect Stranger tells the fictional account of a startling
dinner conversation that businessman Nick Cominsky has with a man
who claims to be Jesus. Nick is amazed by how much this man knows
and how deeply he cares about Nick’s successful yet unsatisfying life.

ill Nick mark this night up to “strange coincidence” and carry on

with his life, or will he be eternally changed by this encounter? The
answer is in this fascinating book, written by Dallas Seminary graduate
David Gregory. This could be anyone’s “dinner conversation” with Jesus.
This book is a great evangelistic tool—so read it and let it change you, then
pass it on to an unsaved friend.

Well-known Christian author Mike Mason says, “There’s just one thing
people need in order to live a happy, abundant life: to be convinced that
God loves them. Want to be convinced? Read Dinner with a Perfect
Stranger. The author deftly anticipates and answers every question. [
predict this little book will become a classic—one of a handful of modern
books (like Mere Christianity) that people read to kindle or rekindle faith.”

To receive this resource as our thank you for your support of Dallas Seminary,
use the enclosed reply card (for subscribers) or call 800-992-0998. Thank you!

Veritas is a publication of Dallas Seminary for our valued friends and partners, designed to provide
biblical encouragement and instruction in keeping with our strong commitment to minister to those

= who stand with us in prayer and financial support. We are pleased to present the messages of
outstanding leaders and Bible teachers who speak during chapels and at other events, as a way of
bringing you “on campus” with us and giving you the benefit of their insights. Veritas is also available
online at our website, www.dts.edu/media/veritas.
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(( For your free subscription to Veritas, visit www.dts.edu or call 800-992-0998.



